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inductive studies, they gave the clue to his complete system. Chap. 5 
exhibits Mr. Spencer's principles as applied to the conception of the 
cosmos. From this basis chaps. 6 and 7 work out the application 
of natural and mechanical principles to the explanation of life, mind, 
and society. Chap. 8 sets forth the conception of industrial develop- 
ment as fundamental to the life and progress of society. Chaps. 9, 10, 
and 1 1 indicate in detail the bearing of industrial activity upon the 
development of political, ethical, and religious institutions. Chaps. 12 
and 13 deal with the philosophic and religious aspects of Spencerism. 
These are the weakest in the book. The defects, however, are mainly 
the defects of the system which Mr. MacPherson expounds. 

Mr. Spencer's system will remain as the exponent of the analytic 
scientific method. That method starts from effects as products. It 
then analyzes them out into their component factors and the form of 
combination which unites these factors. By so doing it finds that qual- 
ity disappears into quantity, the heterogeneous into the homogeneous. 
Matter and motion operating according to mechanical principles are 
the last words of science. The complementary point of view, which 
would interpret causation Ideologically as well as mechanically, is 
ignored. Further, from Mr. Spencer's point of view matter and 
motion are but symbols of reality. The final question as to the nature 
of the real is metaphysical. But for metaphysic neither Mr. Spencer 
nor Mr. MacPherson has any particular regard. According to them, 
knowledge is entirely relative. What exactly is meant is not clear 
from any Spencerian treatment. One could wish for a more thorough 
treatment of the function of knowledge. As it is, one is left with the 
feeling that science is left hanging in the air, for symbols which fail in 
controlling their objective are not symbols at all. The treatment of 
the idealistic constructions of the absolute is interesting and suggestive, 
although it fails utterly to grapple with the problem at first hand, as is 
done in such a work as Mr. F. H. Bradley's Appearance and Reality. 

S. F. MacLennan. 
Oberlin College. 

Introduction to Ethics. By Frank Thilly, Professor of Phi- 
losophy, University of Missouri. New York : Charles Scrib- 
ner's Sons, 1900. Pp. xi+346. $1.25. 

Professor Thilly has previously translated Paulsen's System of 
Ethics, and now presents a similar manual, which, so far as its stand- 
point is concerned, is essentially that of Paulsen. This standpoint is, 
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in general, the teleological as opposed to the intuitionist, and it is 
further essentially that of Aristotelian eudaemonism, as contrasted with 
hedonism. So far as the positive presentation of theory is concerned, 
there is little that calls for notice, inasmuch as there seems to be no 
very important modification of the standpoint above described. 

As compared with other text-books now before the public, the chief 
point of interest is the large amount of historical material which is 
given. In connection with the important topics, such as conscience 
and the theories of the highest good, a brief statement is given of the 
attitude of all the leading writers upon these topics. The value of this 
historical material will depend upon the standpoint from which one 
judges the book. If the book is to be used chiefly as a reference-book, 
this material is convenient and useful, although it is so brief as to be 
unsatisfactory for anything more than a bare characterization. On the 
other hand, from the pedagogical standpoint, if the book is to be used 
for an elementary text-book, it is more than doubtful whether the brief 
summaries of so many different theories will not tend to confuse rather 
than to enlighten the beginner. 

From the standpoint of a text-book, it is unfortunate, I think, that 
the author has omitted what was really the most valuable part of Paul- 
sen's treatment, viz., the sketch of the range and development of the 
modern moral consciousness. This, on the whole, forms the easiest 
and most instructive approach to the present status of the subject, and 
is, I think, much more useful to the beginner than the history of the 
different theories which have been held with regard to the moral con- 
sciousness. One can but wonder also that little or no attempt is made 
to utilize, for the analysis of the moral consciousness, the results of 
social and genetic psychology. Recent work in these directions is of 
great value by way of introduction to the analytical discussion, and 
although there are brief allusions to the results of such work under 
particular topics, the work as a whole does not seem to have been very 

largely influenced thereby. 

J. H. Tufts. 
The University of Chicago. 



Der Ahnenkultus und die Urreligion Israels. Von Carl 
Gruneisen, Lie. theol. Halle: Max Niemeyer, 1900. Pp. 
xv+287. M. 6. 
The original purpose of his investigation, the author tells us, was 

to test the theories of Stade and Schwally regarding the animistic 



